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Episcopal Church  
of  the  

Epiphany  
The Episcopal Church in Wilson County

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 27, 2020 Proper 21A 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Hymn 8 Morning has broken 
1 Morning has broken Like the first morning, 

Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them, springing Fresh from the Word! 

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from Heaven, 
Like the first dewfall On the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness Of  the wet garden, 
Sprung in completeness Where his feet pass. 

Opening Sentences 
Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                             
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of  God, 
you take away the sin of  the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of  the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 



Page  of  2 10

you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of  God the Father. Amen.      

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Celebrant:    Let us pray.  

The Collect of  the Day 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of  your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of  
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 
   

The word of  the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of  Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
Know that all lives are mine; the life of  the parent as well as the life of  the child is mine: it is 
only the person who sins that shall die. 

Yet you say, “The way of  the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of  Israel: Is my way unfair? 
Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness 
and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall 
die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do 
what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
Yet the house of  Israel says, “The way of  the Lord is unfair.” O house of  Israel, are my ways 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of  Israel, all of  you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 
Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of  Israel? For I have no 
pleasure in the death of  anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
Reader           The Word of  the Lord 
People           Thanks be to God 
  

Psalm 25:1-8 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
 my God, I put my trust in you; * 
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let me not be humiliated, 
 nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
 let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, * 
 and teach me your paths. 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
 for you are the God of  my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all the day long. 
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 
 for they are from everlasting. 
6 Remember not the sins of  my youth and my transgressions; * 
 remember me according to your love 
 and for the sake of  your goodness, O Lord. 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 
 therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
 and teaches his way to the lowly. 

A Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 2:1-13 
   

If  then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of  the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of  one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of  you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of  others. Let the same mind be in you that was in  
Christ Jesus, 
 who, though he was in the form of  God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of  a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
 he humbled himself  
 and became obedient to the point of  death-- 
 even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
 so that at the name of  Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of  God the Father. 



Page  of  4 10

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 
is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
Reader            The Word of  the Lord 
People             Thanks be to God 

Hymn 376 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee  

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of  glory, Lord of  love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of  sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of  doubt away; 
giver of  immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of  day. 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of  the joy of  living, 
ocean depth of  happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: 
all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine. 

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew 21:23-32 
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief  priests and the elders of  the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if  you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of  John 
come from heaven, or was it of  human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If  we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if  we say, ‘Of  
human origin,’ we are afraid of  the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The 
father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 
Which of  the two did the will of  his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
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“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of  God 
ahead of  you. For John came to you in the way of  righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 
did not change your minds and believe him. 
                          The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People            Praise to you Lord Christ 

The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed                                          
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of  heaven and earth, 
    of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of  God, 
    eternally begotten of  the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of  one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
        by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
       he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
    and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of  the People Form IV 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
    

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
    

Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

Guide the people of  this land, and of  all the nations, in the ways of  justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good.    
Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of  others and to your honor and glory. 
    

Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. 
    

Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope 
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of  your salvation. 
    

In particular we pray for 
Corey, Ed and James Peary, (9/30) Linda Jones, Claudette, Del, Brightlyn, Dev, Jean, Rodney, 
Megan, Lisa and any you now name _____________. 
(Parentheses mean date of  removal from list.) 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
    

For those having birthdays this month: Kenny Daniel 9/1, Kathy Vogel 9/6, Lois Phillips 
9/7, Carrie Johnson 9/13, Grayson Greaves 9/13, Pace Pope 9/18, Craig Thompson 9/26,  
Laurie Collins 9/29. 
For those who have wedding anniversaries this month: Evan and Susan Johnston 9/1, Jim 
and Amelia Hipps 9/7. 
For all those in military service and for first responders and their families, especially, 
Jonathan, Trevor, Malerie, Sean, Samantha, and Dalton.  
In the Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer, we pray for Church of  the Holy Cross, Murfreesboro. 
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We pray for all educators, leaders, school staff, parents and students during this time of  
pandemic, especially those in our congregation. We lift up our neighboring schools Byars 
Dowdy Elementary and Lebanon High School and those schools represented by our church 
community, their families and friends. 
    

Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

We commend to your mercy all who have died (especially _________), that your will for 
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom. 
    

Silence 
    

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
    

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect: 

Celebrant   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.     Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant    Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 

  The peace of  the Lord be always with you 
People: And also with you. 

The Offertory Sentence  
The Offertory Hymn 685 Rock of  ages, cleft for me 

1 Rock of  ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself  in thee; 
let the water and the blood 

from thy wounded side which flowed, 
be of  sin the double cure, 

cleanse me from its guilt and power. 

3 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
when mine eyelids close in death, 
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when I rise to worlds unknown 
and behold thee on thy throne, 

Rock of  ages, cleft for me, 
let me hide myself  in thee. 

We give to God our offerings as an act of  love and as an acknowledgment that everything comes from God. 
One can give online, at  https://tinyurl.com/GivetoChurchoftheEpiphany 

Or mail a check to  Episcopal Church of  the Epiphany,  1500 Hickory Ridge Rd, Lebanon, TN 37087 

The Doxology  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above the heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.                

The Great Thanksgiving (BCP 367B)                                  
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People    We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant    It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, creator of  heaven and earth … 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of  heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
Sanctus S 125   

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory,  

Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to 
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into 
righteousness, out of  death into life.  
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 

https://tinyurl.com/GivetoChurchoftheEpiphany
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After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of  me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  
the Church, and the author of  our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Post Communion Prayer                                                             
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his 
Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing     

Hymn 579 Almighty Father, strong to save 

1 Almighty Father, strong to save, 
whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 
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its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to thee 
for those in peril on the sea. 

4 O Trinity of  love and power, 
our people shield in danger's hour; 

from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
protect them wheresoe'er they go; 

thus evermore shall rise to thee 
glad praise from space, air, land and sea. 

The Dismissal 
….. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude                   

Taken from the Book of  Common Prayer, According to the use of  The Episcopal Church 
The Church Hymnal Corporation, New York  

Taken from the Hymnal 1982 and Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

All music printed, podcasted and live-streamed with permission  
under ONE LICENSE #A-734797. All rights reserved. 

Members of  the Vestry 
Nancy Rice, Senior Warden;  Rodney Beason, Junior Warden 
Susan Johnston, Clerk,  Phyllis Johnson, Church Treasurer 

Asa Helton, Carrie Johnson,  
Amelia Hipps, Kitty Waters.


