
Page  of  1 10

Church of  the 
Epiphany  

The Episcopal Church in Wilson County 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
March 7, 2021, 10:30AM 

Prelude 
Welcome 
Penitential Order                            BCP 351 
All stand. 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgive all our sins;                                                         
People    His mercy endures forever. Amen  

The Celebrant may read one of  the following sentences 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than 
these."    Mark 12:29-31 
If  we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if  we confess our 
sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    1 
John 1:8,9 

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of  God, let us 
with confidence draw near to the throne of  grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of  need.    Hebrews 4:14,16 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.      

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
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and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant. Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 
People     Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of  the Day 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.          

All sit. 

Old Testament: A Reading from the Book of  Exodus (20:1-17) 

Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the house of  slavery; 
you shall have no other gods before me. 
 You shall not make for yourself  an idol, whether in the form of  anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 
the iniquity of  parents, to the third and the fourth generation of  those who reject me, but showing 
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of  those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 You shall not make wrongful use of  the name of  the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your 
son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 
For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male 
or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Reader           The Word of  the Lord 
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People            Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 19 
1 The heavens declare the glory of  God, * 
 and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
 and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
 and their message to the ends of  the world. 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
 it comes forth like a bridegroom out of  his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of  the heavens 
 and runs about to the end of  it again; * 
 nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The law of  the Lord is perfect 
 and revives the soul; * 
  the testimony of  the Lord is sure 
 and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
8 The statutes of  the Lord are just 
 and rejoice the heart; * 
  the commandment of  the Lord is clear 
 and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of  the Lord is clean 
 and endures for ever; * 
  the judgments of  the Lord are true 
 and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
 more than much fine gold, * 
  sweeter far than honey, 
 than honey in the comb. 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
 cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not get dominion over me; * 
  then shall I be whole and sound, 
 and innocent of  a great offense. 
14 Let the words of  my mouth and the meditation of  my 
 heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

New Testament: A Reading from St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 
(1:18-25) 
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The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of  God. For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of  the wise, 
 and the discernment of  the discerning I will thwart.” 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of  this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of  the world? For since, in the wisdom of  God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of  our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of  God and the wisdom of  God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Reader           The Word of  the Lord 
People            Thanks be to God 

Hymn 686 Come thou fount 

1 Come, thou fount of  every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
Streams of  mercy never ceasing, 
call for songs of  loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! O fix me on it, 
mount of  God's unchanging love. 

(All stand as able.) 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to John 2:13-22 
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Passover of  the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of  
cords, he drove all of  them out of  the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of  the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of  here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of  the temple of  his body. 
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

                          The Gospel of  the Lord. 

People            Praise to you Lord Christ 

The Sermon                                        
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A moment of  silence and reflection follows the sermon. 

(All stand.) 

The Nicene Creed                                          
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of  heaven and earth, 
    of  all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of  God, 
    eternally begotten of  the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of  one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
        by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
       he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
    and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of  the People Form 1  
(All kneel or stand). 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

For the peace of  the world, for the welfare of  the Holy Church of  God, and for the unity of  all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For our Bishop, John, our Priest, Cynthia, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 



Page  of  6 10

For our President, Joe, for the leaders of  the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy 

For this city of  Lebanon, for Wilson County, for every city and community, and for those who live 
in them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For ____________, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For all who have died in the hope of  the resurrection, and for all the departed, (especially 
__________ ) let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to 
the Lord. Lord, have mercy 

In the communion of  saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to 
Christ our God. To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

All stand. 
Celebrant    The peace of  the Lord be always with you 
People        And also with you 

The Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Music (All may remain seated). 

The Presentation of  Offerings and Gifts (All stand.) 
Celebrant All things come of  Thee O Lord. 
People     And of  Thine own have we given Thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer B                                                 BCP 367 
Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
Congregation    And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

(All kneel or stand.) 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his 
grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him 
who died for us and rose again. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of  heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory,  

Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out 
of  death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me." 

After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

The Prayer of  Humble Access (From Rite I, BCP page 337) 
We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in thy manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as  
to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  
But thou art the same Lord  
whose property is always to have mercy.  
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of  thy dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his blood,  
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and I pray you to come 
into my heart. I unite myself  with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. 
Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your 
glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.    
   

Communion Music 
Post Communion Prayer                                                                              BCP 365                                                                     
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of  your Son  
our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of  heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen 

The Blessing 

Hymn 372 Praise to the living God! 

1 Praise to the living God! All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, for ay the same. 

The one eternal God, ere aught that now appears: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought 

his timeless years! 



Page  of  9 10

2 Formless, all lovely forms, declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of  earth, can his express. 

Lo, he is Lord of  all. Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, 

his will obeys. 

4 Eternal life hath he, implanted in the soul; 
his love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll. 

Praise to the living God! All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 

for aye the same. 

The Dismissal.  Response:  Thanks be to God. 

Serving in the liturgy today: 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Cynthia Seifert 

Musician: James Jordan, Organist 
Lector: Kitty Waters 

Intercessor: Kathy Vogel 
Eucharistic Minister: Nancy Rice 
Livestream Manager: Kitty Waters 

Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained  
from ONE LICENSE with license #A-734797. All rights reserved. 
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Long Term Prayer List  
March 7, 2021 

Members of  the Congregation: 
Linda Jones, Kathy Lowery, Frank Newbell, Craig Thompson, Dorothy Ruth,  Brett Gipson, Norma 
Washam, Susan Johnston, Fred Walther, Bucky Masters. 
      
Friends and Loved Ones: 
Linda Samand and Barbara Anderson (Ron Schneider’s sisters) 
Claudette Morrison (Amelia Hipp’s mother) 
Sharon Dauberman (Donna Eckert’s sister) 
James Ieschak (Chrissy Gipson’s dad at the Pavilion Rehab) 
Ross Duran, (Pace’s sons’ Godfather in OR, healing from surgery) 
Kenny Johnson (Carrie’s uncle with liver disease) 
Anne Walden (Susan J’s family friend) 
John Trieber (Susan’s coworker with COVID) 
Steve and Brenda Sachs  

Those who have died:  

For first responders and those in military service and their families, especially,  
Jonathan McBrien (Mary Lou’s grandson)  
Trevor Sanders (Beth Sander’s son, Navy)  
Malerie Bell (The Gipson’s niece, Coast Guard, Cape May, New Jersey) 
Sean Vogel (Kathy Vogel’s son, Air Guard, Colorado) 
Samantha Agee (Rev. Cynthia’s former parishioner, Army, South Korea) 
Dalton Ogdon (Linda Jones’ grandson) 

For those having birthdays this month: Will Gipson 3/8, Rodney Beason 3/9, Amelia Hipps 3/9, 
Evan Johnston 3/27  

For all those having anniversaries. James and Kelly McConnell 3/17 

In Diocesan Cycle of  Prayer we pray for Christ Church, Alto; Church of  the Holy Comforter, 
Monteagle and Trinity Church, Winchester. 


